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JOIE DE VIVRE PROUDLY RE-LAUNCHES A CAL-BERKELEY FAVORITE  

IN TIME FOR GRADUATION AND 2008 SEASON 
 
 

San Francisco, June 3, 2008 – Henry’s, a traditional ‘campus bar’ for Cal-Berkeley students, 

faculty and alums, re-opened today after an extensive remodel. With a new, handsome décor, 

renowned chef and ‘gastropub’ twist on the traditional favorites it’s known for, Henry’s is reborn. 

 

After receiving a million-dollar renovation, the dramatic refresh of the restaurant will now include 

an additional dining area which will seat roughly 40 guests for a more ‘reserved’ dining 

experience, surround sound speakers and flat-screen televisions throughout the bar. The 

gastropub concept, known as ‘a casual and relaxed place where one can find high-quality food,’ 

is expected to surprise its faithful customers as the restaurant delivers on the classic bar 

favorites. Appealing to game-goers and those who need a little ‘comfort’ food, Henry’s will offer 

coconut battered calamari, “angry” mac & cheese, spiced lemongrass and garlic fries, and a 

buttermilk fried chicken sandwich.   

 

At the forefront of this long-awaited launch is Chef Edward ‘Eddie’ Blyden – an admired Bay area 

chef whose philosophy is to “keep it simple.”  Blyden, most recently creating cuisine for area 

gastropubs such as SOMA’s 21st Amendment, The Alembic and The Magnolia Pub, is considered 

a global expert in fresh, gastropub-style cooking. He was born in Nigeria and after learning West 

African recipes for juices, wines and exotic/tropical fruit confectionaries, has built on these and 

Caribbean influences in some of the world’s best restaurants from New York and Munich to 

Switzerland and the British West Indies. 

 

With its prime location in the UC-Berkeley area at Durant and Telegraph, Henry’s is a destination 

for diehard Cal Bears fans. Meeting the needs of both college students and loyal alumni, Henry’s 

will continue its tradition of pre-game and post-game festivities, including the very popular outdoor 

beer gardens. For those who are unable to attend sporting events, but still want to enjoy a lively 

environment, Henry’s will have a number of flat-screen televisions strategically placed throughout 

the bar. Along side the great Saturday crowd, Henry’s will also have daily special promotions. 
-more- 

mailto:dshaloup@jdvhospitality.com
mailto:aevans@jdvhospitality.com


 
Henry’s Opening at Hotel Durant 
2-2-2-2 
 

Henry’s make-over takes place at a fantastic time when Joie de Vivre comes in tune with 

California’s “green” side.  Both The Durant Hotel and Henry’s are partnered with Sustainable 

Berkeley as the property undergoes renovations to become an environmentally-responsible 

business. Upon completion, the beloved Berkeley pub will not only give the feel of a great sports 

bar and an excellent place to dine, but it will contribute to keeping the environment healthy and 

clean.   

 

About Joie de Vivre Hospitality 
Based in San Francisco, Joie de Vivre is a creative collection of lifestyle businesses.  As 

California’s largest boutique hotelier, Joie de Vivre encompasses other hospitality businesses 

such as restaurants and spas. Celebrating 21 years of creating dreams, Joie de Vivre Hospitality 

is expanding its California presence in Sacramento, Huntington Beach, Sunnyvale and Santa 

Cruz. 
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